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In late July, a federal judge refused to order the arrest of former President Luis Echeverria Alvarez
(1970-1976) and ex-interior secretary Mario Moya Palencia in connection with the violent repression
of student demonstrators in 1971. Echeverria and Moya are accused of ordering an elite police unit
known as the Halcones, or Falcons, to attack demonstrators with tear gas, pistols, machine guns,
and batons, resulting in several deaths. The crackdown is known as the Jueves de Corpus incident
(see SourceMex, 2002-06-19). The decision represents a major setback for special prosecutor Ignacio
Carrillo, who had sought to bring Echeverria and Moya to trial on genocide charges. Carrillo heads
the Fiscalia Especial para Movimientos Sociales y Politicos del Pasado (FEMOSPP), created in
2002 to investigate the government's dirty war against leftists in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s (see
SourceMex, 2002-01-16).
Carrillo's efforts to prosecute Echeverria and Moya in the Jueves de Corpus case had received a
boost from the supreme court (Suprema Corte de Justica de la Nacion, SCJN), which ruled in June
that the ex-president and his former interior secretary could legally be tried on charges of genocide
(see SourceMex, 2005-06-22).
The SCJN ruling in effect reversed a decision by a lower court that genocide charges could not be
applied to Echeverria and Moya (see SourceMex, 2003-03-02). The SCJN ruling did not, however,
specify what constitutes genocide, leaving that decision to a lower court. Judge Antonia Herlinda
Velasco Villavicencio of the Quinto Tribunal Unitario, in refusing to order the arrest of Echeverria
and Moya, ruled that the actions of the Halcones did not constitute genocide, which under Mexican
and international law is defined as an attempt to wipe out an entire national, ethnic, or religious
group. Judge Velasco said genocide charges could be difficult to prove because it was not evident
that all the students had gathered for the same purpose.

Prosecutor criticizes judge for focusing on "technicalities"
Velasco's ruling prompted sharp criticisms from Carrillo, who said in a written statement that the
decision was based on technicalities and not on the historic importance of the case. "Although the
decision cannot be appealed judicially, it can be appealed morally, historically, and socially, and, in
these terms, we can say the decision contains grave errors," said Carrillo.
Survivors of the Jueves de Corpus crackdown said the judge's decision is evidence that the former
governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) continues to exercise heavy influence on dayto-day decisions in Mexico. "The network of complicity and friendships is still in place," said Jesus
Martin del Campo, who participated in the 1971 march along with a brother who was killed in the
assault. "The judge became an accomplice of Echeverria. This is very disappointing."
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Even so, legal experts in Mexico and other countries agreed that Carrillo's case was weak relative
to other cases of genocide around the world such as the Nazi Holocaust or the mass slaughter in
Rwanda in 1994. "There was never any doubt in my mind that the prosecutor lacked evidence to
support charges of genocide in Mexico," said Jose Miguel Vivanco, Americas director at Human
Rights Watch (HRW). Judge Velasco's decision not only has implications for the Corpus case,
but could also derail efforts by the FEMOSPP to hold Echeverria and other members of the
PRI accountable for the bloody crackdown on student demonstrators in Tlatelolco in 1968 (see
SourceMex, 1998-10-07, 2002-02-06).
Echeverria's lawyers said they had no doubt that the reasoning in the Corpus case is also applicable
in the Tlatelolco case. "If they try to indict him for genocide for what happened in 1968, they are
going to fail for the same reason," said the ex-president's attorney Juan Velasquez. Carrillo has
promised to purse genocide charges in the Tlatelolco case, but his options appear limited given the
precedent set by Velasco's ruling. "We will pursue other avenues," the FEMOSPP told reporters.
(Sources: Associated Press, 07/26/05; Agencia de noticias Proceso, Notimex, 07/26/05, 07/27/05; The
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, 07/27/05; Spanish news service EFE, 07/26/05, 07/28/05; La
Cronica de Hoy, El Universal, 07/27-29/05; La Crisis, 07/27/05, 08/01/05; La Jornada, 07/27-29/05,
08/02/05)
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